[Quality of life of schizophrenic patients and clozapine].
The authors review the various methods of evaluating quality of life in schizophrenics and note the limitations of that type of method in terms of both form and content. In practical terms, the patients' cognitive disorders may constitute a bias when the questionnaire is addressed. Using a 'subjective quality of life profile' by Gerin et al., the authors interviewed 22 patients presenting with 'recalcitrant schizophrenia' and treated with clozapine for more than 3 years. The patients were asked to assess the change in their quality of life by comparison with previous neuroleptic chemotherapies. For all the items investigated, the responses were in favor of clozapine.